
27 May 
1958 

From Hilda S. Proctor 

2 7  May ‘958 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Proctor, who served as Kings secretary from March until August while Maude Ballou 
was on maternity leave, keeps him informed about ofice matters while he is on the road.’ 

Dear Dr. King: 

Everything is going calmly and SERENLY Nothing important concerning the 
family has happened. Lili is working very hard and steadily on her stencils.* 

The young lady from Fisk who will give a piano recital here on Sunday is up 
stairs practicing and I can hardly keep my mind on my work.3 It sounds wonder- 
ful . . . just like at home. 

I told you about the letter from Mr. Nesbit asking Mrs. King to sing . . . for a fee, 
the day you speak.4 

No literature from the Travel Agency has come. 
Mr. Stan Levison called to ask when, in June, you would be in Montgomery. He 

said that he and Mr. Rustin wanted to come down possibly while you are here dur- 
ing the middle of June. 

Roy Wilkins called and talked with me. He said that he would very much like to 
have a John Brooks invited to the Clarksdale, Miss. ~onference.~ He said that he 
knew if you were here, you would most certainly do it. Brooks lives in Richmond, 
Va. Roy asked me to call Abernathy and ask him to invite Brooks. I did. Abernathy 
said he would have to call the Atlanta office to clear it. He did. The Atlanta office 
did not answer, so Dr. Abernathy called Richmond himself. Just called Dr. Aber- 
nathy and he has contacted Brooks and he will be there. 

There is nothing more except the check which you expected from Harpers is 
here (I put it in your desk drawer in an envelope marked PERSONAL”) for the 
amount you expected less commission. 

1 .  Hilda Stewart Procter (1905-1984), born in Boston, Massachusetts, attended Boston University 
and worked for several black newspapers before moving to Alabama to assist King. 

2. Proctor refers to Lillie Thomas Hunter (1929-), who served as church secretary at Dexter while 
attending Alabama State. Hunter was in King’s car when he was arrested in January 1956 on an alleged 
traffic violation, and later traveled with King’s party to Norway when he received the I 964 Nobel Peace 
Prize. In 1960 Hunter moved to Atlanta to work for SCLC, staying with the organization until 1970. 

3. On 1 June Jessica Pettus, a student at Fisk and daughter of King’s physician and Dexter member 
W. D. Pettus, gave a piano recital at Dexter (Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Program, Sunday services, 
25 May 1958). 

4. D. P. Neshitt of Columbus, Georgia, wrote King on 22 May, asking that Coretta King perform 
when King spoke in Columbus on 1 July. 

5. SCLC met in Clarksdale on zg May. For more about the conference, see King to Eisenhower, 
29 May 1958, pp. 414-415 in this volume. 412 
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Do have a nice conference and don’t worry about anything here. 

Sincerely, 
Your Gal Friday 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX z ~ A .  

From Ralph Abernathy 

28 May 1958 
Montgomery, Ala. 

On 10 January 1957, the parsonages of Robert Graetz and Ralph Abernathy were 
bombed along with four black churches, including Abaathy S First Baptist Church. 
Dexter members joined the First Baptist congregation to rededicate the bombed building 
on 27 April 1958. King and Abernathy presided jointly at the service, and New Ywk 
minister Gardner Taylm gave the sermon. A month later, Abernathy expresses his 
appreciation.’ 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Minister 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
454 Dexter Avenue 
Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Pastor, Officers and Members: 

On behalf of the official family and entire membership of the First Baptist 
Church, I am indeed very pleased and happy to express thanks and appreciation 
to you for your fine spirit of co-operation genuine support given during the 
bombing and rededication of our dear Church. We want you to know that we ap- 
preciate to the highest degree your prayers, moral and financial assistance. You 
have been more than kind to us. At no moment in our struggle have we felt alone 
or discouraged, because we felt your presence and heard your encouraging words. 

We are especially grateful to you for closing your doors and joining in worship 
with us on Sunday, April 27, the occasion of our Rededication. We want to thank 
members of your Choir, the members of your Usher Board, your Deacons, the 
members of your lovely Congregation and especially your distinguished Minister, 
who had the courage to break away from traditions and score another “first” in 
Christendal here in the city of Montgomery. I am certain that nothing like this 
has ever occured in our community and it never could have happened this time 
had not it been for your great Pastor and for your great spirit. 

28 May 
1958 

1. The following day Abernathy sent a letter of gratitude to the MIA, noting especially the efforts 
of the Bombed Churches Committee and the Reconstruction Committee and adding that First Bap- 
tist Church “has been rededicated to those same principles which caused it to be bombed” (Abernathy 
to MIA, 29 May 1958). 413 
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